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DANBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING  

MAY 9, 2022 

VIA ZOOM 

Present:   Loren Daley, Theresa Buzaid, Michelle Coelho 

Absent:   Joe DaSilva, Luisa Zagottis-Britton 

Also Present:   Rachel Chaleski, Gladys Cooper, Kate Conetta, Ralph Pietrafesa 

  Kara Casimiro, Kelly Truchsess, Mary Jo Bohrman, Kenneth Wallace, Laura Mead,  

  Melissa Nadeau 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. and those assembled recited the Pledge of Allegiance 

•  Dr. Casimiro updated the committee members where we are in connection with the State 

Committee progress—Elementary Literacy.  Danbury is developing an application for our current 

program Being a Reader (2.0 version) and she anticipates it will be part of the proposed 5 programs 

chosen by the State along with a possible Waiver Process.  The State offered a window of May 4th 

through May 25th for program consideration.  Will not hear from the State until the summer on the 

final results.  This program uses an evidenced-based rubric—criteria, indicator and description. We 

are collaborating with New Beginnings in Bridgeport as they are the only other school in Connecticut 

that has adopted this program.   

• Dr. Laura Mead shared with the committee her math coaching teams’ work with students, 

particularly with K-1.  Highlights were videos from teachers praising the math coaching they have 

received as well as videos showcasing students utilizing strategies in solving math questions.  Dr. 

Mead assured the Board that coaching teachers will continue through the next year.  

• Ms. Truchsess gave the committee an overview of the training for counselor curriculum work.  As of 

July 1, 2022 the state will require 1:  new I.E.P; and 2.  new online platform.  

Power School is the new portal.  Parents as well as students will have more input in the 

process and design of the new platform.  Also, it will streamline data reporting across all 

areas.  Danbury has 1,700 special education students. 

• Ms. Melissa Nadeau, the STEM Coordinator shared with the committee a sample draft of the study 

guide for the Academy. 

 

Due to Committee Chair Loren Daley experiencing a computer glitch, Ms. Chaleski took over the meeting 

at 8:22 p.m. 

Following a brief question and answer period, a motion to adjourn was made by Theresa Buzaid and 

seconded by Michelle Coelho. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

       _____________________________ 

              Theresa Buzaid, Secretary 


